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ABSTRACT

"Carrying Capacity" concept was initially practiced in the field of ecosystem management, but its application to human
beings were frequently rejected by social scientists for its failure to include the variation of standard of living and level of
technology. However, carrying capacity concept has been widely applied for urban growth management since 1970's. This paper
describes the origin and methods of carrying capacity for urban planning; four aspects of drawbacks are also discussed: (1) st e
of urban development is not identified; (2) relationship between city and other areas is ignored; (3) symbiosis between hu. “n
society and natural environment is not incorporated; and (4) the correlation between carrying capacity and urban sustainability
is not clearly defined. The merits and drawbacks of the recently advocated "ecological footprint" is also discussed. On the basis
of urban ecological economic system, the prospect of carrying capacity analysis is suggested. Despite the uncertainty exists
for carrying capacity analysis, it is emphasized that carrying capacity analysis be continuously applied to address its relationship
Wwith sustainable urban development.
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