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ABSTRACT

As China stands out through its political and economical growth in the early 21 century, big cities in China such as
Beijing etc gradually become the skill-contesting arenas of famous western architects, and the dazzling
high-technological form presented by the architecture such as the avant-garde National Centre for The Performing Arts
causally arouses the sharp and contrast controversies between the pro and con camps. Facing the tremendous challenges
from the cultural conservatives who take the stand of ‘national form’ as the proper approach, the modernists not only
propose the argument of joining the international society, but also assert statements such as ‘the Boiling Egg could be
comparable to the Pyramid of Louver’ in order to concretize the legality of such kind of practices. Hence, the formal
discourses emerging from the old premise of ‘western/modern vs. Chinese/traditional’ become once again the key point
of cultural debates on architecture. This paper is a critical practice of analyzing the spatial form of National Centre for
The Performing Arts through deep architectural history. It also aims to disclose both the discursive and physical realities
of western architects’ practices in Chinese cities, in order to reconstruct architecture and architectural history. In
addition, it suggests possible ways that architectural theories could offer to recreate the urban and rural environments in
China.

Keywords: Chinese Archited¢ural History, Discursive Analysis, National Centre for the Performing Arts in
Beijing, City, Spatial Form
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