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The City-Region of Yangtze River Delta:
New Regionalism, Regional Governance and the Cooperative Strategies
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ABSTRACT

Recently, the term New Regionalism is increasingly used to define regional governance in metropolitan areas
and differentiate it from the metropolitan government reform movement of the 1960s and 1970s with its focus on
structural government reform. With a suggestion of strategies framework from new regionalist, six modes of regional
governance, now emerging in the City-region of Yangtze River Delta, was introduced, such as : (1)regional planning;
(2) the planning of metropolitan coordinating region; (3) the adjustment of administration; (4)spatial organization
and re-organized; (5) service of functional government; and (6) public service agreement or contract - Importantly,
through those strategies of regional governance exert influence and function in the City-region of Yangtze River
Delta, this paper found it is different with the empirical researches of west advanced country that the multi-level
government play a role in regional governance of Yangtze River Delta, and most all, nation-state is a dominating and
leading role of dealing with the agenda of regional governance in China, while a public-private partnership as a
governance element was not emphasized in those strategies. .
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