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'ABSTRACT

! Th1s article tries to elucidate the nature and strategy of the formatlon of new assoc1at10ns in a
“h ese City Sozhou after the sixteenth century. There are many kinds of associations consist of mer:
'.or artisans- in Chmese hxstory, albext “Hang” and “Hui- Kuan” {or * Kung -30")are two: ma]or :

n h century During that perlod the transition did occur in this affEuent Clty, a kmd of new
t1ons never existing before in Chinese cities was emerging. Clarifying the distinct nature and. | .
strategy that those new associations had made and adopted in Suzhou is the theme of this
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