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An Analysis of Zoning Changes and Feedback
Controversies in the Yongchun Street Settlement, Taipei
City

Pin-Jia, Chen”

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to explore the spatial development of the Yongchun Street
settlement and the change of land use zoning. The author tries to analyse how to define
and adjust the ‘feedback’ and the 'benefits' derived from the change when the land use
zoning changes from low-intensity to high-intensity, but meets the informal settlement
that has existed for a certain period of time and has the fact of living there. This paper
adopts the method of secondary literature analysis, and incorporates the records of
parliamentary questions, urban planning maps, and reports on official governance to
clarify the spatial development of the Yongchun Street settlement. The paper argues
that if the formation and survival of unauthorised occupants is analysed from the
perspective of private property rights, it will not be possible to show that these groups
have the substantive right to dominate the land, nor will it be legally justified. However,
we cannot ignore the government's long-standing spatial planning omissions. Both the
government and the residents are in a state of force majeure. This paper suggests that it
would be useful to reorganise the feedback mechanisms, especially for informal
settlements that have been created as a result of governmental planning failures, and to
examine the concept of '‘interest' in more detail. By stating that the historical
development of settlements and the joint zoning changes were not initiated for the
purpose of obtaining benefits, but rather to ‘restore’ the original zoning of the land use,
this paper illustrates the discrepancy between informal settlements and the general
change mechanism.
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