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ABSTRACT

Going through the intellectual context of the urban history discussion in the academic circles of
architectural history, the paper rethinks how does the so called "Chinese Architectural History" deal
with the studies of urban history? How can architectural history theoretically articulate the problematic
of urban history? And to request to face the changing political economic reality, what are the intellectual

contributions of the urban history?
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First, based on the tension between the vitality of urban history in the 1980 and the architectural

discourse, the paper shows the crisis of the conventional architectural history and the response from

Spiro Kostof.

Then, the arthor discusses the specificity of the space theoretically in the two aspects of urban
process and subjectivity constitution. The development in the urban history is articulated with the result
of the debate on space in the political economy.

Finally, the theoretical dialogue relates to the Asian Pacific spatial restructuring in the formation
of global economy. Upon the theoretical problematic in the multiple disciplines, the importance of
comparative studies, the basic research of case studies, the space of flows and the constitution of urban

subjectivity etc., the author proposes the intellectual preparation of the research in urban history.
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URBAN CONSERVATION IN TAIWAN:
PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS

ABSTRACT
This paper provides a critical review of the urban conservation experience
in Taiwan.
First, the social context of the emergence of the historical conservation experience is considered.
There are two dimensions: the empty social memory in a peculiar political history, and the historic

conservation movements against the destruction of built environment caused by rapid urbanization and

economic growth,
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Then, the state's cultural property conservation policies in the 1980s is reviewed. The Japanese
influence and the institutional limitations in implementation will be discussed. This section also deals
with the power relationship underlying historical interpretation and the designation of historically

significant sites.

The following section analyses the current problems of urban conservation and the designation of
private historic sites. There are three issues: conflicts between development and conservation, society's
need for diversity in conservation, and the shift in the state's cultural policies. The challenge is how to
integrate community participation with urban conservation. Other problems include the dynamism of the
traditional craftsman, the conservation of the emerging cultural landscape, the ignorance and absence of
the aboriginal people, and the incompetence of the state bureaucracy. Urban conservation with
community participation is actually a historical project and a challenge to Taiwan's emerging civil

society.

Finally, considering urban conservation as a project of local development and constituted heterotopias, a

theoretical reflection will be discussed in the conclusion.
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