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Mimetic Dimension of the Modern
Metropolitan Architecture :

From Barcelona Pavilion to Rainbow House,
Liang-Shih and Hung-lin Buildings*
by
Shih-Wei Lo®**
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ABSTRACT

Adorno’s concept of mimesis is derived from the resistance incorporated with an intentional self-renunciation of the
subject. This is the key idea applied here to elucidate the indirect critical approach formulated by the architectural works:
which confront themselves with the negative nature inherent in modern metropolitan condidon. Mies van der Rohe’s
Barcelona Pavilion and Wang Ta-hung’s three works in Taipei are thus discussed here; and, as a non-Western mode of

modernia tion, the Iatter’s resistance against and transcendence from being Westernized are also further examined.
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Manuscript received on September 1, 1993,

* Some viewpoints discussing Wang Ta-hung’s works were orally presented in collogium on Architectural phcnomcnology in
Tunghai University in April, 1992

** Associate Professor, Department of Architecture, Tunghai University, Taichung, Taiwan, Republic of China.
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