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ABSTRACT

The infatuated formation of Wood-construction Tectonic discourse follows Si-Cheng Liang to outline the esthetics
of architectural history in the early twentieth century. The Tectonic discourse expounds the decaying process of vigor,
elegance, and then rigidity, and also taking the order of masonry-construction to wood-construction which is “gable,
order and foundation” under Western aesthetics convention. A primary research laying on the science documents and
evidences of architectural archeology restores the truth of the architectural history. The writing chapters separate into: 1.
the format of wood-construction and the evolution of “dougong (bracket set)”, 2. The technology and the influence of
wood-construction from the southern continent.

A conclusion is that:

1. The technology of wood-construction is an advancement applied to structure process. For example, the
aesthetics appreciation of dougong that changes from function to decoration is because of economical
judgment.

2. The classic formal style of architectures at Beijing has been changed by the economical superiority and the
workshops from the southern continent.

3. Because of the supplement of Si-Cheng Liang’s discourse of architectural history from tectonic logic to Liang’s
rationality of construction. We learn the progress of building structure, such as dougong, and the diversity of
building types in regional culture.

Keywords: Chinese traditional architecture, tectonic, aesthetics, wood construction, dougong (tou-kung , bracket

set)
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