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ABSTRACT

“Architectural archeology” is the basis of historical research of architecture, while architectural restoration is an
essential part of it. Nevertheless, in the pursuit of scientific and accurate architectural restoration, the fact that individual
experts, more often than not, could reconstruct very different speculations for one very same building complex is
especially intriguing. This paper takes the historically important Tang Dynasty royal court, Hanyuan Hall of Daming
Palace, as an example to illustrate how the architectural restoration proposals are made and what drives their
presumptions apart. By observing the variations stemming from such presumptions, this paper reveals that their
dissimilarities result from the way how different research methods are utilized, literature interpreted, and ancient
remains analyzed. Considering the fragmentation of literature and remains available today, it is nothing unusual that
more than one architectural restoration proposal is put forward. This is not necessarily a bad thing as more possibilities
can be explored and opinions exchanged in the process of meaningful debating. One aim of this paper is to call the
academic’s attention to the research methods of architectural archeology.

Keywords: Architectural Archeology, Architectural Restoration Proposals, Research Method, Daming Palace
(Da-ming-gong), Han-yuan Hall (Han-yuan-dian)
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