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An Outline History of the Chinese Capital Morphology:

The Agglomeration, Differentiation and the Procedures of Institutionalization of
the Chinese Capitals before Medieval City Revolution
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Ming-Wei Liu** Kwang-Pang Lai***
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ABSTRACT

The foundation of a Chinese walled city which with the outer walls of multi layers as well as the inner
enclosure li-fang wards has been lasted over 3000 years and known as the Chinese city characters. The layers of
wall not only distinguished between the outer world and the inner world, but also prolong the society of the security,
defense, production and collective living demand.

Following the Chinese classic literature, the Chinese city hierarchy before Q’in Dynasty , the capital cities’
functions are setting up since two important technique of city development, the first is the formation of cities
agglomeration, the other is city land’s differentiation, most important of all, by the process of historical
institutionalization, these has been the Chinese city features formatted chronically during history over 3000 years,
such as observable features of the city axis, multiple outer walls and the enclosure walled ward neighborhood
system in the inner city (li-fang ward ). This paper aims to demonstrate the procedures and to interpret their mutual
relations by telling the city technology applied during the cultural process.

Far from the western cities, when they once established that in order to become autonomous community which
intended to empower themselves in every dimension e.g. economics, political, legislative and judicial power.
Nevertheless, in Chinese, the city is formed both to fulfill the Chinese cosmology that follows the Chinese literature
that everything should under the highest authority, the power of Heaven, that the king represents. Therefore the
emperor has the completely authority of every resource, space and time is definitely inclusive, and also the right to
its allocation, geographically and chronically. Such a patrol hierarchical system which may lead to the concentration
of political power, in addition to weaken the local powers and finally brings about the local community’s reliance, so
that the central authority may take over all the usage of all the limited natural resources and control the reproduction
of their social relations. Consequently, the distribution of power of paternalism should be regard as the nature of
Chinese city structure.

Keywords: Chinese Capital Institution, Institution of Li-Fang Walled Ward, Chinese City Revolution,
Structure of Paternalism
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