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ABSTRACT

This article attempts to explore the role of producer servicesin Northern Taipei Metropolitan Region (NTMR) and
its spatial implication in the restructuring process of manufacturing industry from the viewpoint of global production
networks of latecomers. NTMR has played an intermediated node in the global production network of information and
electronic industry, performing activities such as command, logistics, R& D, pre-manufacturing and mass-production.
Along with the outward investment of the information and electronic industry, the requirement of time-space compression
strategies has derived the producer services originally located in the core city, Taipei metropolitan, to invest outward
as well to manage cross-border logistics supporting the network node of NTMR. As to the spatial morphology, Taipei
metropolitan, some other sub-cores as well as new industrial districts have differentially and jointly formed a functional
set of spatial unit, nodal NTMR in terms of polycentric city-region, to connect to global networks. Our research has tried
to go beyond the spatial recognition of core-periphery/semi-periphery formation under the concept of world city system.
We point out that examination of the core activities, producer services, of Taipei metropolitan should include study of
the dynamic restructuring and globalizing process of manufacturing industries, and a network formation of spatial division
of labor aswell.

Keywords: global production networks of latecomers, producer service, metropolitan region, logistics
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1
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