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ABSTRACT

The paper provides a critical review on the historical conservation experience in Taiwan.

At first, the social context of the emergence of the urban conservation in the 1970s is considered. There are two dimensions:
the empty social memory in a peculiar political history and the historic conservation movements against the rapid urbanization
as well as the economic growth. Then, the conservation policies of cultural property of the state in the 1980s is dealt with. there
are several factors will be mentioned. The Japanese influence and the limits of the institutions in implementation will be discussed.
Then, the power relation underlying the historical interpretation and the designation of historical conservation has been treated
in the end of this section. ‘

After that, the current problems of urban conservation will be analysed due to the political pressures from the designation
of the private historic sites. There are three issues: the conflicts between development and conservation, the requests for the
diversity of conservation from the society, and the shift of the state's cultural policy. How to integrate urban conservation with
community participation is the challenge. And there are more problems, such as the dynamism of the traditional craftsman, the
emerging cultural landscape conservation, the ignorance and absence of the aboriginal people, and the incompetence of the state
bureaucracy. The urban conservation with community participation is actually a historical project and a challenge of the emerging
civil society of Taiwan. Finally, considering the urban conservation as a project of the local development and the constituted
heterotopias, a theoretical reflection will be discussed in the conclusion.

Keywords: historic preservation, cultural policy, Taiwan
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