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Students need 
60EC to graduate.

The First Semester ( 25 EC )

• Introduction of Asian Studies
• Critical Approach of Heritage 

Studies
• Art and Power

The Second Semester ( 35 EC )

• Heritage Destruction
• Image and Text of Premodern 

Japan
• Thesis 

Art and 
Power
10 EC

Elective
Course
20 EC

Compulsory
Course
35 EC

Image and Text of 
Premodern Japan
10 EC

Thesis
15 EC

Introduction 
of Asian 
Studies
10 EC

Critical 
Approach 
of 
Heritage 
Studies
5 EC

Destruction 
of Heritage
10 EC



What I learned…

Orientalism

Invented Traditions

The concept of “Asia”

Contemporary Debate on Heritage
Colonialism

Heritage as Institutional Practice

Authority Heritage Discourse

Heritage Tourism

Destruction on Heritage

Cases of Heritage in Danger

Legal Frame of Heritage Protection

Art and Anti-imperialism

Avant-Garde Art

Ukiyo-e

17th Japan

Japanese Calligraphy



Chapter 1  

Adopting the Heritage Concept in relation to Cultural Economy

1.1 Historical Review of Heritage policies in Taiwan (1920s-2020)

1.2 The rise of Cultural and Creative industries in Taiwan

1.3 Industrialization of Heritage

Chapter 2

Localising the ICOMOS Cultural Routes to Taiwan Cultural Routes

2.1 The discourse of ICOMOS

2.2 The discourse of Taiwanese Ministry of Culture

2.3 Similarities, differences, and restrictions of two discourses

Chapter3

Case Study: Taiwan Railway Cultural Routes

3.1 Promoting Taiwan Railway Cultural Routes

3.2 Transforming Japanese Colonial Heritage to “ Taiwanese Flavour”

3.3 Taiwan Railway Cultural Routes as mobility, connectivity, and 
exhibition 

The Taiwan Railway Cultural Routes: Localising Cultural Routes 

and Developing Cultural Heritage into Heritage industry



ICOMOS
Cultural Route

Heritage policy

Taiwan Railway Cultural Routes

Japanese
Colonial 
Heritage

“Taiwanese  Flavor”

Localising

Taiwan 
Cultural Route

Framing

Heritage Industry

Japanese
tourism

Cultural and 
Creative Industry

（Authority Heritage Discourse )

#cross national boundaries 
#authority heritage discourse
#heritage preservation

# inside island
# align with global value
#problem-solving tool



Source: 迷/鐵道 (Fascinated/Fan Railway)

Source: 林鐵之心 (The heart of Alishan Forest Railways)

“This is Taiwanese flavour”

“The advancement of that period (birthed the most extensive 
national sawmill of the Japanese Empire)”



Technicians maintaining the Alishan Forest Railway. 

Source: 迷/鐵道 (Fascinated/Fan Railway)

Source: 林鐵之心 (The heart of Alishan Forest Railways)



Source: Fascinated/Fan Railway https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3206693

( Full Text of my thesis )

Mobility, Connectivity, Exhibition

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/3206693


So, how I wrote it ?

9 1 7 8

Semester1 
Started

Thesis 
Proposal 
Draft

Thesis 
Proposal
Submission

Thesis 
Draft

Thesis
Submission

Got the 
Feedback 
and Grade.

Got the 
Pass Mark

2

Semester 2 
Started

Discuss ideas with 
supervisor

Revise draft 
several times 

Collect materials

Write, write, write!

Revise draft and discuss 
with supervisor many times

Polish my 
English writing

Narrowed my topic,
improved my English 
writing, made ideas 
doable, etc.

Found some official 
documents, official 
online exhibitions, 
videos, etc.

Found an new official 
video published ! So I 
changed the material.

Narrowed the topic 
again!

Thanks who read my 
thesis and gave me 
suggestions ☺

Been nervous, 
tried to write as much 
as possible,
stayed in library,
gave each other peer 
pressure, etc.



Differences of school 
systems between NTU 
and Leiden

Leiden

Everyone has same 
deadlines.

Faculty assign 
students supervisors.

Asian Studies

NTU

Students find 
supervisors

Own timeline

Building and Planning



Except for thesis…
My term paper: 
Wakashudo and the fantasy of true 
love in the Edo period of Japan



You might also want to know…

The total money I spend in Leiden/ Taipei for 1 year 

( except for tuition fee, visa, etc. )

1050

4900

515

420

550

Leiden

Food

Rent

Traffic

Groceries

Others

1360

2879

745

481

978

Taipei

Food

Rent

Traffic

Groceries

Others

€7,435
NT$ 241,770

€5,465
NT$ 177,667



Visit museums as 
much as possible！



Meet International friends!


