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ABSTRACT
This paper, from a comparative point of view, shows the historical contexts » urban structures “ road net-
works  residential layout and fabric commercial centres etc. of the capital cities of Sui-Tong Dynasties and North-
ern Song Dynasty. The paper also gives theoretical explanations for the influence of an ancient urban development
code (“Zhou Li. Kao Gong Ji”) to Chinese ancient cities, for the evolution of neighborhood layout from block to
terrace system, for the forces of urban development, as well as the coexistence of two different kinds of cities in

ancient China.
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