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ABSTRACT

This paper has four parts. In the frist part,central place theory and gravity- model are critic-
ized for their lack of comprehensiveness and balance in depicting development of spatial structure
- of .commercial activity, viewed both in terms of the supply / demand interaction in the market-
place and the economic-behavioral phenomena of consumer decision: makmg The second part
summarizes the principal findings of an empirical study carried” out in nine  corimercial areas of
Taipei, illuminating differences among areal strata and various.types of establishments. Thus sup-
" plemented, the third part puts forward four theory-forming elements ——spatio-functional system-
- service web, localized ecology,and activity cluster,each of which. delineating a conceptualized sub-
system of the total complex of commercial activity. Upon these bmldmg blocks a more realistic and

descriptive theory could hopefully be developed.Part four prov:des a concise conclusion.
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