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ABSTRACT

This essay attempts to provide an analysis of the urban questions and a hypothesis of the urban praxis in
Taiwan. At first, it points out the trends of the coincidence of the world city and the informal city, and the
mutidemensional urban problems in Taiwan through the elaboration of constituting process of “the speculator” city
in the urbanization of Taiwan. Then, through the interaction between the urban contradictions and the urban poli-
tics, the author also points out that the urban social movemnts upgrade the poject of grassroots democracy In
Taiwan, and this situation provides possibilities in the social political process of the construction of a city of
citizens. Finally, this article proposes a urban hypothesis for the weaknesses of the emerging civil society of
Taiwan and a strategic role of democratic local governments and their progressive urban policies in Taiwan, that

is, a project of transformation from the dependent city to the city of citizens.
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