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o ABSTRACT

The essay is an:epistemological .critique of the approach of Christopher Alexander as one of
theoretical models in the current discourse of architectural design. The critique examines the
. problematic, its epistemological presupposition, its absence and preseme of the discursive practice
~ of Christopher Alexander and his collaborators as the base of our theoretical construction. First,
the ‘evolution ‘of Alexander’s approach is reviewed in its social and historical context. " Then, the
“author elaborafes upon the sibstance” of Alexander's theoretical  discourse in three different
. aspects- to see how he deals: with.these issues: the spatial form, form-context relationship, and
. application. . Finally, to conclude this epistemological review, a social critique of Alexander’s pers-
- pective of the cultural form of space concentrates on two methodological problems: 1, Mystified
~structure and {:onscmusness of space, 2. The informal building system in the “techne-economic res-
tructurmg process . Therefore, Alexander’s approach of pattern language and the informal build-"
ing system is a provocative, substantive theory 'underlying a radical world view, but he only
* asserts to change the underlying reality of space in architectural dxscours:e as providing one of our:

-+ ‘refuge in the cultural ciimate of post-modernism.
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