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ABSTRACT

In the first part of the article the global conditions confronted by Taiwan are summarized: the rise of sustainable
development as a universal ideal for humanity, the development and application of information and communication
technologies, the economic globalization, and the world-wide spread of democracy and power decentralization. The
second part is an analysis of the resulting fundamental changes in human spatiality and the (ideological, technological
and educational) dilemmas thus faced by the profession of sustainable planning and design. We then point out that the
progressive professionals, situated among the state, capital and civil society, should seek alliance with the latter in order
to drive the former two toward the goal of social justice and sustainability, when dealing with environmental planning
and design. Based on the role thus delineated, suggestions on knowledge, skills and social awareness are made for the
progressive professionals.  After re-emphasizing the two traditions of our Institute (a generalist professional education
and the pursuit of social justice) and a criticism on the inadequacies of conventional specialization of the profession, we
propose that one of the means to carry out our ideal of generalist professional education is to go after the knowledge as
well as practice of transdisciplinarity—a pursuit of a three-aspect integration (theory vs. practice, science vs. ethics and
professionalization vs. daily living), using “space” as the physical subject, and democratic participation, social justice
and sustainable development as the central values. And, we proclaim that the meaning of the profession of sustainable
planning and design can be defined as “people-based sustainable place making and management.”

Finally, we make suggestions on the Institute’s short-term pedagogical reform and long-term organizational
reorientation: for the former, a studio-centered curriculum restructuring; and for the latter, by employing all the
available resources of the University, promoting the establishment of a college of sustainable development where
transdisciplinary learning and teaching happen in policies/issues-oriented, multidisciplinarily organized research teams.

Keywords: Taiwan, sustainable development, professional education, planning and design, Institute of Building
and Planning, NTU
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