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ABSTRAGT

Land use types can be roughly classified into two categories: naturzl and cultural phenomenon. A place with more
culwral phenomenon can be called a settlernent; otherwise, it is a non-setttement area. Furthermore, settlements can be
classified into urban and rural areas by their scales. A human being can tell the differences when he or she observes the
styles of buildings, the landscape, and surrounding land uses. The concept of halo factor analysis resembles the human
cognitive process. It becomes an index of the settlement hierarchy by calculating major land use types within various
neighborhoods. This article provides a new approach te identify urban, rural, and non-settlement areas, and enrich the
study of the spatial cognition. ‘
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