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ABSTRACT

Under the impact of Internet and open source, the traditional theory of innovative city has a new chanllege. The aim
of this study is to explore how the cluster firms in the physic space cooperate with the open source communities in the
virtural space to develop new products. However, these two technology communities can not build direct cooperated
relationship with each other, because their innovative cultures are opposed to each other: The former need to rely on
closed and proprietary technology; in contrast, the latter emphasizes the openness and sharing technology. Under such
circumstances, the cooperation between the two need an intermediary spatial mechanism. Base on the case study of the
Taipei breeding Linux-based EeePC, this study pointed that the intermediary spatial mechanism which can articulate
industrial clusters and open source virtual community is the city with civil society which can launch the technology-
and product-oriented movement to form an temporary open milieu and mobilize urban assets to support
open-source-based innovations. In this study, we call this city nurture open source innovation as ""open cities".

Key words: innovative city, innovative milieu, open source community, industrial cluster, Linux
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