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ABSTRACT

Through exploring a historical event of residential governance which had never been discussed among our
academic discourses on modern architecture, this paper aims at reconsidering what “modernity” means in architecture
field. At the late of 1954, central government of KMT arranged a model house program to invite people be willing to
build for their own. This model house program was affected by the discourse of modern hygienic on one side and of
ideal home on the other. Both mingled to depict a house with well landscaping yard, appropriate scale between the site
and the building, good water supply and sewage systems, economic and safe constructions, enough openings for good
ventilation and natural light, and a set of modern facilities in bathroom and kitchen, etc. These all demonstrate a new
value and new attitude toward a modern life were going to sprawl ever since then. And this would be viewed as the first
model of “Ideal House” in Taiwan. It would be a good example to know how people were affect by these modern
arrangement. Nevertheless, the western-oriented mood within modern architectural discourses let this “ldeal House”
outside their vision no matter how this project showed exactly what modernity means to everyday life. Standing on the
feminist point of view, this paper argues that this “unseeing” would not dissolve unless modern architectural discourses
come to re-evaluate the myth of western reason.

Keywords: ideal house, hygienic modernity, modern architecture, building typology, modernity
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