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ERRKE EEF "Planning
For A Better Environment in Asia”
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Planning Theory and Creative Planning
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In this paper the characteristics of
planning are analyzed in three different aspects
— (1) planning as a tool for rationalizing and
legitimizing a process which in most cases is a
product of political and social contradictions, (2)
planning as an ideological discourse to project a
desired city which in turn reflects an ideal
society, and (3) planning as a bargaining
process in a given power structure. I argue that
planning processes are political processes in
specific locales. Therefore, the ability for
planners to analyze planning issues politically
is as important as technical expertise. Further,
the question of the urban processes which
underlie planning processes is an inevitable
inquiry if we aim for real solutions rather than
just another rhetoric of rational procedure. Such
an approach echoes the tradition of action-

oriented planning theories.
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Environment in Asia: Implications for
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